
W St Agnes: 10 Whitley Road, 
Eastbourne : 01323 723222 
 
E St Anthony of Padua: Watchbell 
Street, Rye : 01797 222173 
 
W Christ the King: 3 Princes Road, 
Langney : 01323 760048 
 
W St George: Eastbourne Road, 
Polegate : 01323 841504 
 
W St Gregory: Victoria Drive, 
Eastbourne : 01323 723222 
 
E Holy Redeemer: 24 Upper Church 
Road, St Leonards :  
01424 602077 
 
W St Joachim: 106 Broderick Road, 
Hampden Park :  
01323 760048 
 
E Our Lady Immaculate &  
St Michael: 14 Mount St,  
Battle  01424 773125 
 
W Our Lady of Ransom: 2 Grange Rd, 
Eastbourne : 01323 723222 
 
E Our Lady Star of the Sea: 1 High 
St, Hastings : 01424 421263 
 
E St Martha: 77 Cooden Sea Road, 
Little Common :  
01424 210263 
 
E St Mary Magdalene: Sea Road, 
Bexhill-on-Sea :  
01424 210263 
 
E St Teresa of Lisieux: Horns Cross, 
Northiam : 01424 773125 
 
E St Thomas of Canterbury: 
31c Magdalen Rd, St Leonards-on-Sea 

: 01424 602077 
 
W St Wilfrid: South Road, Hailsham 

: 01323 841504 
 
Church websites and emails are linked 
on www.eastbourne-stleonards.org.uk 

All are welcome at any church! 

The Arundel & Brighton Diocesan Trust is a Charity registered in 
England, number 252878 

Our Parish:  
A Community of Communities 

We cover a large geographical area of 
East Sussex, from Eastbourne to Rye, 
consisting of fifteen churches, five 
schools, and around 3000 
parishioners. We are one parish but 
work in two centres (Hubs), the West 
Hub in Eastbourne and the East Hub 
in St Leonard’s.  
 
See our Parish Website for details of 
all the churches and other 
information about the Parish: 
www.eastbourne-stleonards.org.uk 

Our Clergy 

E East Hub: Fr Max McKeown, 
Deacon Simon South (Rye); Deacon 
Duncan Brown (Hastings); Fr Míċeál 
Beatty, Deacon Ian Moon (St 
Leonards); Fr Richard Blythen (Battle 
& Northiam); Fr Stephen O’Brien, 
Deacon Simon Kirkdale (Bexhill) 
 
W West Hub: Fr Kevin Dring, Fr 
Charles Ezejide (Eastbourne); Fr Neil 
Chatfield, Deacon Eugene Adams 
(Langney & Hampden Park); Fr Rory 
Kelly (Polegate & Hailsham) 

Our Hub Leadership Team 

Fr Kevin Dring is the Moderator of 
the Clergy Team (Team Leader) and 
in each Hub the clergy work closely 
with a representative group of lay 
people (Hub Leadership Group) 
drawn from across the churches and 
schools. See the Parish Website for 
further details:  
www.eastbourne-stleonards.org.uk 

Our Parish Schools 

We are blessed with five wonderful 
schools, four Primary and one 
Secondary:  
 
Primary: Sacred Heart (Hastings), St 
Mary Star of the Sea (St Leonards), St 
Mary Magdalene (Bexhill), St Thomas 
a Becket (Eastbourne);  
 
Secondary: St Richard’s Catholic 
College (Bexhill) 

Our Diocese 

We are part of the Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Arundel & Brighton, 
founded in 1965, under the care and 
leadership of Bishop Richard Moth.  
 
We cover the counties of East and 
West Sussex and Surrey.  
 
Our Diocese is part of the worldwide 
Catholic Church under the spiritual 
leadership of Pope Leo XIV. 

Useful contacts 

Parish:  
www.eastbourne-stleonards.org.uk 
Diocese: www.abdiocese.org.uk 
Catholic Church in England & 
Wales: www.cbcew.org.uk 
Vatican: www.vatican.va 
 
E East Hub Secretary: Liz Fitch 
stleonards@abdiocese.org.uk 
01424 602077  
W West Hub Secretary: Cheryl Wood 
eastbourneolor@abdiocese.org.uk 
01323 723222  
 
For  Safeguarding contacts see 
church websites and noticeboards. 

Churches in our two Hubs West Catholic Parish of Eastbourne & St Leonards 

Parish Newsletter : December 2025 
Fear not, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you. Isaiah 43:5 ESV 

Churches of St Agnes, Christ the King, St George, St Gregory, St Joachim, Our Lady of Ransom, and St Wilfrid,  
in Eastbourne, Hailsham, Hampden Park, Langney, and Polegate (West Hub) 

Masses during the Week 
 
Vigil Masses on Saturday 
 17:00 Christ the King Langney 
 18:00 Our Lady of Ransom Ebourne 
 
Sunday 
  9:00 St George Polegate 
 9:00 St Gregory Ebourne 
    9:30St Joachim Hampden Pk 
  10:15 Our Lady of Ransom Ebourne 
    10:30 St Wilfrid Hailsham 
 11:30 St Agnes Ebourne  
    11:30Christ the King Langney D 

 17:30 Our Lady of Ransom Ebourne 
    18:00 St Agnes Ebourne P (2nd/3rd) 
 
Monday 
 11:00 Our Lady of Ransom Ebourne 
 
Tuesday 
 10:00 Christ the King Langney 
 10:00 St George Polegate 
 11:00 Our Lady of Ransom Ebourne 
 
Wednesday 
 10:00 St Joachim Hampden Park 
 10:00 St Wilfrid Hailsham 
 11:00 Our Lady of Ransom Ebourne 
 
Thursday 
 10:00 St George Polegate 
 11:00 Our Lady of Ransom Ebourne 
 19:00 Christ the King Langney D 
 
Friday 
 10:00 St Wilfrid Hailsham 
 11:00 Our Lady of Ransom Ebourne 
 12:00 Christ the King Langney 
 
Saturday morning 
 10:00 Our Lady of Ransom Ebourne 
 10:30 Christ the King L’ney D (1st) 
 
Additional celebrations of Mass are 
offered on holy days.  
D Divine Worship  P Mass in Polish 

Looking  forward 
with Expectation 
by Fr Kevin Dring 
 

Welcome to the first 
edition of our new 
Parish Hub Newsletter. 

We thank Andrew, Caroline, and Liz 
for bringing the Newsletter to 
fruition! We hope this will help us 
get to know each other, and see all 
the varied and rich opportunities for 
prayer, worship, service, and mission 
across our communities.                    

For the past year we have had regular 
meetings of Leadership Groups, 
clergy and laity,  reflecting on the 
Diocesan Pastoral Plan and how to 
move from being a Deanery of 8 
Parishes to becoming a single Parish 
of 15 churches. The legal institution 
of the new Parish will likely happen 
in May, but preparations have been 
underway for many months.  
 

Already we are sharing in delivering 
our Sacramental Programmes, in 
looking together how to care for our 
many beautiful buildings, and most 
importantly how to reach and best 
care for people, the sick and all in 
need. The clergy will continue to live 
and serve where they are, but 
working in a new Team Ministry, 
sharing responsibilities for different 
areas of parish life. Many of you also 
already exercise important 
ministries, but as we move forward 
we hope everybody will think about 
the part they can play in our Mission 
to live and share the Joy of the 
Gospel. 
 

As we enter Advent, beginning a new 
Church Year, this is a great moment 
for us to open our hearts and com-
munities afresh to hope-filled 
renewal under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. We invite you to take and 
pray our new Parish Mission Prayer 
cards from the back of the churches.  
 

We bid farewell to Fr Eamonn 
Monson, who has left St Mary Star of 
the Sea (Hastings) after many years 
of kind and faithful service. We pray 
for the community as they await the 
appointment of a new priest. 
 

On behalf  of the clergy team, I wish 
us all the most Blessed of Advents. 

Parish Mission Prayer 

 

Loving God, 

empower us through our baptism 

to live as vibrant  

 and welcoming communities 

centred on the Holy Eucharist. 

Inflame us with your Holy Spirit 

to encourage others 

 to a personal relationship 

 with Jesus Christ. 

Recognising all things  

 as your gift to us, 

to be treasured and shared with love, 

give us a heart for the poor, 

a passion for justice, 

a concern for creation, 

so that all may live  

 with peace and dignity. 

Our Lady and all the Saints,  

 pray for us. 

Amen. 



social gathering afterwards with the 
Christmas money draw .  Come and 
enjoy an afternoon of loads of fun for 
everyone! 
 
Parish Lourdes Christmas draw for 
mega hamper and lots of other 
prizes. Tickets £1 each on sale after 
Mass. 
 
On 20 December four of the children 
from our First Communion 
programme will be baptised at OLR.  
We warmly welcome them into the 
Church family. 
 

 
We’re a warm and friendly 
community, and everyone is 
welcome to come and share in 
worship and friendship with us.  
Note: Christmas Eve Family service 
with children’s mime 5:30pm. 
 

Please join us for an evening of 
Comedy and Carols, 12 December at 
7:30 p.m. Comedian and writer Paul 
Karensa (Miranda and Not Going Out)
will be bringing plenty of festive 
cheer and laughter. Tickets from 
https://saintsgeorgeandwilfrid.co.uk  
or hailsham@abdiocese.org.uk  
 
Come and join us for Mass at 
10:30am on 14 December as we 
celebrate Bambinelli Sunday — a 
special time to bless the Baby Jesus 
figures from your nativity scenes.  
Later that day, we’ll gather for our 
Family Carol Service at 3:00 pm 
followed by mince pies and mulled 
wine. All are warmly welcome—we’d 
love to see you there! 

 
Our Giving Trees are now up in all 3  
churches where we donate a gift to a 
specific Charity via tags from the 
Giving Tree.  These will be distri-
buted by the SVP to the charities. 
 
Taize Christmas Service:  Friday 12 
December, 7:00pm.  All are welcome. 
 

 
 

In our Church we are looking forward 
to the traditional Nine Lessons and 
Carols on 13 December from 6-9pm.  
Do join us and share some mince 
pies and mulled wine. Contact Sam 
Vickers via Church office 
01323 760048. 
 
Calling Quiz Lovers—Friday 14 
December 6:00pm in the Hall. 
Tickets £5, children under 12 free. 
Soup supper is included! 
 

 

As Advent begins, our thoughts turn 
to the great Feast of the Incarnation, 
Emmanuel, God with us. 
 
Our Sacramental programmes are 
well underway and some of  our First 
Communion children are preparing 
to animate the Vigil Mass of 
Christmas at 6:00pm on Christmas 
Eve  acting out the Gospel. 
 
Annual Carol service at OLR on 
Sunday 21 December at 3pm and 

St Agnes 

Grandparents’ Meetings: every 
second Wednesday of the month at 
2:00pm in St Agnes Hall. 
 
Thursday Lunches: second Thurs-
day of month.  The next one is the 
Christmas lunch, booking essential 
via Pauline Crunden 07724 162207. 
 

First Saturday Devotions: 10:30am 
Mass, family Exposition and 
Reconciliation. 
 
Our church community looks  
forward to the festive season and the 
opportunity to win some wonderful 
festive hampers in our Christmas 
Raffle which runs from 30 November 
to 21 December. £2 per strip of five 
tickets, available after Sunday Mass. 
 
Pantomime  organised with CTK 
and St Joachim’s on Sunday 1   
February 2026 in CTK parish Hall 
 

Welcome to St George’s, a friendly 
community offering worship and  
fellowship to all. 
  
Last Sunday Charity Breakfast: 
Sunday 30 November at 10am in our 
hall, supporting the Royal British 
Legion. Donation only. Next 
breakfast 25 January for Warming Up 
the Homeless. 
 
Christmas Melodies Concert – 
South Down Singers – Saturday 13 
December, 3:30pm, tickets £10 on the 
door. 
 
Bambinelli Sunday—Come and join 
us for Mass  on 14 December , bring 
your Baby Jesus from your home nat-
ivities for a blessing during Mass—
great for all, especially families.  

Celebrating our Communities 

Christ the King 

St George 

St Gregory 

St Joachim 

Our Lady of Ransom 

St Wilfrid 

 

Enquiries and feedback about this 
newsletter to Hub Secretaries, as shown 
on the back page. For more information 
on our Parish and churches see our  
Parish website   
www.eastbourne-stleonards.org.uk  

Adoration Rosary Confession 

Christ the King 5–7pm Thursday; 
10am–3pm Friday; 4–5pm Saturday. 
OLR 10:30–11am Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday; 10am Thursday with 
Rosary; 11:30am–6pm on Friday 
(livestreamed); 10:45am–noon on 
Saturday (livestreamed). 
St Wilfrid’s 10am Saturday. 

Christ the King 10:45am Sunday. 
OLR after Mass (11:30) on Monday, 
Wednesday; 10am with Adoration on 
Thursday.  
St George’s 2.00pm Mondays 
St Gregory’s 10:30 on Tuesdays. 
 
 

Christ the King 5:30–6:30 Thursday, 
12:30–1:30 Friday, 4–5pm Saturday 
OLR Saturdays, 10:45–11:45am and 
5:00–5:45pm 
St Wilfrid’s 10am Saturday. 

Prayer  — All the ways we listen to and worship God 

Formation  — All the ways we grow in faith and love of God 

Mission  — All the ways we share the Joy of the Gospel with others 

Prayers for Healing at OLR  on 
Thursdays after 11am Mass. 
 
Kairos Charismatic Prayer Group 
with Scripture talks, Lectio Divina, 
Praise & Worship, at OLR on 
alternate Wednesdays, 7:30–9pm. 
Come and see and be inspired; new 
members very welcome. 
 
Contemplative Prayer Group Every 
Monday in Parish Meeting Room at 
OLR, 3:00–4:30pm, all welcome. 

Children’s Liturgy  is held in all our 
churches during the Sunday morning 
Mass except St Agnes. 
  
OLR Advent Reflections and Coffee 
Thursdays 4, 11, 18 December, 11.45–
1pm, please come and join us for our 
Advent Reflections based on 

SVP meeting: Parish Meeting Room 
at OLR: Alternate Mondays, 6–7pm. 
New members welcome: just come 
along. 
 
Co-workers of Mother Teresa 
group: Wednesdays once a month in 
the Parish Room at OLR after 11am 
Mass. New members welcome. 
 
St George’s Community Charity 
Breakfast: last Sunday of every 
month (excluding August/December) 

St Padre Pio Group, second Monday of 
the month, in Parish Meeting Room at 
OLR, 6–7pm. 
 
Mothers’ Prayers: Alternate 
Thursdays, in the Parish Meeting 
Room at OLR, after 11am Mass 
 
Catholic Women’s League (CWL) at 
Christ the King, first Wednesday of 
month 7-9 pm. Info 07737 798097 or 
marystonematlock@gmail.com  
 

after 9:00am Mass.  All are welcome. 
Bring family and friends even if not 
attending Mass.   
  
St Wilfrid’s: Over 50s  Afternoon 
Tea last Thursday of month, 2–4pm 
(excluding December). No booking 
needed, just come and join us. 
 
Christ the King: continues its 
ongoing support for the “Matthew 25 
Mission” . 
CTK Seniors Group meet every 
second Wednesday of the month for 

a light lunch and every fourth 
Thursday for tea, coffee and biscuits 
Contact: Heather McDonagh via the 
church office, T: 01323 760048 
 
 
“We must seek together how to be a 
missionary Church, a Church that 
builds bridges and dialogue, always 
open to receive people with open arms, 
everyone, all those who need our charity, 
our presence, dialogue and love.”   

Pope Leo 

Pope Leo’s Dilexi  Te—I have loved 
you. Coffee and tea after 11am 
Mass. Everyone welcome. 
 
St Wilfrid’s has welcomed  five 
candidates to our FHC 
programme who will lead the 
Advent Reconciliation Service 

Advent Retreat,  Saturday 6 
December after  10.00am Mass  
at OLR  with short reflections 
from Fr Kevin and Fr Charles, 
Adoration and Reconciliation 
finishing at 1.00pm with 
Benediction. Come and join us  
for this chance to pause a 
moment and be still.  
 
Rorate Candlelit Mass every 
Friday of Advent at 6:30am (OLR) 
followed by breakfast in the Hall. 

at 5.30 pm on 13 December 
during which they will receive 
this Sacrament for the first time.     
 
We invite everyone to join us in 
supporting them as they help us 
prepare our hearts for the 
Christmas season. 
 


