Our Parish:

A Community of Communities

We cover a large geographical area of
East Sussex, from Eastbourne to Rye,
consisting of fifteen churches, five
schools, and around 3000
parishioners. We are one parish but
work in two centres (Hubs), the West
Hub in Eastbourne and the East Hub
in St Leonard’s.

See our Parish Website for details of
all the churches and other
information about the Parish:
www.eastbourne-stleonards.org.uk

Our Clergy

East Hub: Fr Max McKeown,
Deacon Simon South (Rye); Deacon
Duncan Brown (Hastings); Fr Miceal
Beatty, Deacon Ian Moon (St
Leonards); Fr Richard Blythen (Battle
& Northiam); Fr Stephen O’Brien,
Deacon Simon Kirkdale (Bexhill)

O West Hub: Fr Kevin Dring, Fr
Charles Ezejide (Eastbourne); Fr Neil
Chatfield, Deacon Eugene Adams
(Langney & Hampden Park); Fr Rory
Kelly (Polegate & Hailsham)

Our Hub Leadership Team

Fr Kevin Dring is the Moderator of
the Clergy Team (Team Leader) and
in each Hub the clergy work closely
with a representative group of lay
people (Hub Leadership Group)
drawn from across the churches and
schools. See the Parish Website for
further details:
www.eastbourne-stleonards.org.uk

Our Parish Schools Churches in our two Hubs

We are blessed with five wonderful
schools, four Primary and one
Secondary:

Primary: Sacred Heart (Hastings), St
Mary Star of the Sea (St Leonards), St
Mary Magdalene (Bexhill), St Thomas
a Becket (Eastbourne);

Secondary: St Richard’s Catholic
College (Bexhill)

Our Diocese

We are part of the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Arundel & Brighton,
founded in 1965, under the care and
leadership of Bishop Richard Moth.

We cover the counties of East and
West Sussex and Surrey.

Our Diocese is part of the worldwide
Catholic Church under the spiritual
leadership of Pope Leo XIV.

Useful contacts

Parish:
www.eastbourne-stleonards.org.uk
Diocese: www.abdiocese.org.uk
Catholic Church in England &
Wales: www.cbcew.org.uk
Vatican: www.vatican.va

East Hub Secretary: Liz Fitch
stleonards@abdiocese.org.uk
01424 602077
® West Hub Secretary: Cheryl Wood
eastbourneolor@abdiocese.org.uk
01323 723222

For Safeguarding contacts see
church websites and noticeboards.
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O St Agnes: 10 Whitley Road,
Eastbourne BN22 8NJ: 01323 723222

St Anthony of Padua: Watchbell
Street, Rye TN31 7HB: 01797 222173

O Christ the King: 3 Princes Road,
Langney BN23 6HT: 01323 760048

O St George: Eastbourne Road,
Polegate BN26 5DF: 01323 841504

O St Gregory: Victoria Drive,
Eastbourne BN20 8Qy: 01323 723222

Holy Redeemer: 24 Upper Church
Road, St Leonards TN37 7AS:
01424 602077

O St Joachim: 106 Broderick Road,
Hampden Park BN22 9NY:
01323 760048

Our Lady Immaculate &
St Michael: 14 Mount St,
Battle TN33 OEG: 01424 773125

O Our Lady of Ransom: 2 Grange Rd,
Eastbourne BN214EU: 01323 723222

Our Lady Star of the Sea: 1 High
St, Hastings TN34 3EY: 01424 421263

St Martha: 77 Cooden Sea Road,
Little Common TN39 4SL:
01424 210263

St Mary Magdalene: Sea Road,
Bexhill-on-Sea TN40 1RH:
01424 210263

St Teresa of Lisieux: Horns Cross,
Northiam TN31 6JQ: 01424 773125

St Thomas of Canterbury:
31c Magdalen Rd, St Leonards-on-Sea
TN37 6ET: 01424 602077

O St Wilfrid: South Road, Hailsham
BN273JG: 01323 841504

Church websites and emails are linked
on www.eastbourne-stleonards.org.uk

All are welcome at any church!
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Fear not, for | am with you; | will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west | will gather you. isaiah 43:5 ESV

Churches of St Agnes, Christ the King, St George, St Gregory, St Joachim, Our Lady of Ransom, and St Wilfrid,

in Eastbourne, Hailsham, Hampden Park, Langney, and Polegate (West Hub)

Fr Neil Chatfield

- , Advent and Christmas
fl are laden with feelings
il of anticipation, expec-
tation and excitement.
In celebrating Christ’s
birth we engage in the process of the
new creation and wait with eager
longing for the kingdom of God to be
established in its fullness. New
beginnings can also have moments
of anxiety and worry as what is
familiar gives way to new ways of
being. We can worry that what has

Parish Mission Prayer

Loving God,
empower us through our baptism
to live as vibrant
and welcoming communities
centred on the Holy Eucharist.
Inflame us with your Holy Spirit
to encourage others
to a personal relationship
with Jesus Christ.
Recognising all things
as your gift to us,
to be treasured and shared with love,
give us a heart for the poor,
a passion forjustice,
a concern for creation,
so thatall may live
with peace and dignity.
Our Lady and all the Saints,
pray for us.
Amen.

held us secure may be taken away.
The development of our new parish, a
new way of being, can create in us
equal measure of excitement and
anxiety. Yet this is not meant to be
just a matter of reorganising the
structures of the diocese at the
whim of the bishop. It is meant to be
a response to the prompting of the
Holy Spirit in the service of the
gospel and you the people of God. If
God is prompting then our anxiety
can give way to excitement for God’s
hand on our endeavour and we can
trust that it will lead to a deeper
relationship with him and a greater
encounter with his divine glory!

S The Hub Leadership
.1 Group gave the laity a

voice developing a
collective think tank
alongside the clergy. I was
sceptical; however, I am gratified
how refreshing this experience has
been. Fr Kevin has led the group with
compelling discussion, coupled with
prayer invoking the Holy Spirit in our
collaborative endeavours. Meetings
have definitive purpose, problem
solving, but consistently with
empathy, compassion, and the needs
of parishioners front and centre.
Smaller “focus groups”, concen-
trating on fundamental subjects,
brought in parishioners with key
knowledge. Equity, honesty, and
impartiality was evident: talented
individuals sharing the multitude of
skills within our parish commun-
ities. In 2026, open meetings will
give a voice to all and the opportunity
to work together, pray together and
grow together to the benefit of our
new one parish family.

Shirley McCann, St George’s Polegate

Masses during the Week

Vigil Masses on Saturday
17:00 Christ the King Langney
18:00 Our Lady of Ransom Ebourne

Sunday
9:00 St George Polegate
9:00 St Gregory Ebourne
9:30 StJoachim Hampden Pk
10:15 Our Lady of Ransom Ebourne
10:30 St Wilfrid Hailsham
11:30 St Agnes Ebourne
11:30 Christ the King Langney ©
17:30 Our Lady of Ransom Ebourne
18:00 St Agnes Ebourne @ (2nd/3rd)

Monday
11:00 Our Lady of Ransom Ebourne

Tuesday
10:00 Christ the King Langney
10:00 St George Polegate
11:00 Our Lady of Ransom Ebourne

Wednesday
10:00 StJoachim Hampden Park
10:00 St Wilfrid Hailsham
11:00 Our Lady of Ransom Ebourne

Thursday
10:00 St George Polegate
11:00 Our Lady of Ransom Ebourne
19:00 Christ the King Langney @

Friday
10:00 St Wilfrid Hailsham
11:00 Our Lady of Ransom Ebourne
12:00 Christ the King Langney

Saturday morning
10:00 Our Lady of Ransom Ebourne
10:30 Christ the King L'ney © (1st)

Additional celebrations of Mass are
offered on holy days.
O Divine Worship @ Mass in Polish



Celebrating our Communities

St Agnes

Patronal Feast of St Agnes:
21 January — Mass at 7:00 pm. All
welcome.

Grandparents’ Meetings: second
Wednesday of the month at 2:00pm
in St Agnes Hall.

Thursday Lunches: Second
Thursday of month. The next one
will be 8 February 2026 at 12.30 pm.

Christ the King

Brother Neil Taylor who is training
for the permanent diaconate in the
Ordinariate, was received in the
Ministry of Lector by Bishop David
Waller at Our Lady and The
Assumption, London. He will be
ordained in 2026.

Parish Pilgrimage to Poland May
2026 including the shrines of
Czestochowa, Krakow and Zakopane.
There will also be a visit to
Auschwitz, Wadowice and the
Wieliczka salt mines. For more
information contact Ilona

07904 680885.

We shall be hosting an Epiphany
Celebration meal on Saturday 10
January at the Alexandra Arms,
Seaside.

St George

Happy New Year 2026. Last year we
shared many moments of faith and
fellowship: welcoming new and
visiting parishioners; continuing our
Rosary; Children’s Liturgy; sacra-
mental preparation; Pilgrims of Hope
Corpus Christi pilgrimage and Flame
Congress in Wembley; coming
together for quizzes, charity
breakfasts and other community
outreach. We also hosted an
afternoon tea for all our helpers.

Even if not a parishioner, you are very
welcome in our Church. Come to a
charity breakfast at 10:00am (after
9:00am Mass) on the last Sunday of

the month raising money for
Warming Up the Homeless, Beachy
Head Chaplaincy and Smile Train
with speakers joining for each.

St Gregory

Following Sunday Mass, the church
is regularly used by the local
Romanian Orthodox Community to
celebrate their services. The
Community invited parishioners to
co-celebrate a Hierarchical Divine
Liturgy led by His Eminence the
Archbishop of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, Atanasie. Itwasa
wonderful opportunity to experience
the prayerful celebration of their
traditional service.

St Joachim

Our recent Quiz Night was a great
success, raising £400 alongside the
Christmas raffle. Our Giving Tree too
collected gifts for children in
temporary accommodation, helping
Warming Up the Homeless,
Matthew 25, and the Salvation Army
Toy Appeal.

We've begun coffee and a catch-up
after the 10am Wednesday Mass.

We look forward to our joint panto-
mime on 31 January and 1 February.
We'll celebrate Epiphany and the

chalking of the doors on 4 January.

Our Lady of Ransom

Our Advent Retreat gifted us two
beautiful, impactful talks. Fr Kevin
shared how Advent is a “Call from
God to let God be loved”, for us to
make a Christ-like response to his
amazing love. Later, Fr Charles

reflected on Is 40:3-8, urging us this
Advent to let God speak into the
wilderness of our hearts and to trust
him fully.

We now look forward to 2026
journeying on towards the official
launch of the new Parish with great
anticipation and to the various Focus
Groups continuing the good work
already begun.

Film Night Thursday 29 January,
OLR Hall, 6:30 pm. Mary Magdalene,
the intensely moving story of a young
woman drawn to follow Jesus, and
ultimately having to confront the
reality of his identity and her own
role. A compelling watch, do come.

St Wilfrid

November was a special time of
remembrance. Our Bereavement
Group led two events to honour
those we have loved and lost, which
was comforting and reflective, with a
moving candle-lighting where names
were placed on the prayer tree. We
shared memories, and recalled happy
times together. Our thanks go to all
who organised these events.

The Festive Workshop was also a
great success, with over twenty
parishioners spending a wonderful
couple of hours creating wreaths and
table centrepieces, the perfect way to
prepare for Advent. A big thank you
to Agata for organising this
wonderful event.

Please Note: Christmas Eve Family
service with children’s mime at
5:30pm and Mass at 7200pm on 6
January, Epiphany.

Enquiries and feedback about this
newsletter to Hub Secretaries, as
shown on the back page. For more
information on our Parish and
churches see our Parish website
www.eastbourne-stleonards.org.uk

Prayer — Ways we listen to and worship God

Prayers for Healing at OLR on
Thursdays after 11:00am Mass.

Bereavement Group at St Wilfrid’'s
meets at 11:00 am last Friday of the
month (excluding December).

Contemplative Prayer Group Every
Monday in Parish Meeting Room at
OLR, 3:00—4:30pm, all welcome.

St Padre Pio Group, second Monday
of the month, in Parish Meeting
Room at OLR, 6:00-7:00pm.

Mothers’ Prayers: Alternate
Thursdays, in the Parish Meeting
Room at OLR, after 11am Mass

Catholic Women'’s League (CWL) at
Christ the King, first Wednesday of
month 7-9:00 pm. Info 07737 798097 or
marystonematlock@gmail.com

Aids to Prayer: There are lots of
online resources, to help in prayer,
especially in our hectic world. Here are
a few that might be useful:

Formation — Ways we grow in faith and love of God

Pray as you go:
https://prayasyougo.org/ —
Guided prayer for every day, free.

Centre for Action &

Contemplation: https://cac.org
for more contemplative prayer.

Catholic Online:
https://www.catholic.org/ for
daily prayer.

Pray with the Pope: visit daily
www.praywiththepope.net

Children’s Liturgy is held in all our
churches during the Sunday morning
Mass except St Agnes, during term
time. Children welcome anytime.

On 20 December, three of our FHC
children were baptised at OLR ahead
of their First Reconciliation and Holy
Communion. We welcome them all.

Seminarian on Placement:
Luke Roberts is completing his
first year in formation for the
Priesthood for our Diocese, in
Valladolid (Spain). He will be
undertaking a Pastoral
Placement in Our Lady of
Ransom from 3-28 January and

Mission — Ways we share the Joy of the Gospel with others

we look forward to him getting
involved across our churches,
hospital, schools during those
weeks.

Sacramental Programmes all
begin again in January after the
Christmas break.

SVP meeting: Parish Meeting Room
at OLR: Last Monday of the month

6—7:00 pm. New members welcome:
just come along.

Co-workers of Mother Teresa
group: Wednesdays once a month in
the Parish Room at OLR after 11am
Mass. New members welcome.

St George’s Community Charity
Breakfast: last Sunday of every
month (excluding August/December)

Christ the King 5-7pm Thursday;
10am-3pm Friday; 4-5pm Saturday.
OLR 10:30-11am Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Wednesday; 10:25 am with
Rosary; and 11:30am-6pm on Friday
(livestreamed); 10:45am—noon on
Saturday (livestreamed).

St Wilfrid's 10:00 am Saturday.

after 9:00am Mass. All are welcome.
Bring family and friends even if not
attending Mass. Donations
welcome.

St Wilfrid's: Over 50s Afternoon
Tea last Thursday of month, 2-4pm
(excluding December). No booking
needed, just come and join us. Next
one will be 29 January with the
theme Winter Wonderland.

Christ the King 10:45am Sunday.
OLR after Mass (11:30) on Monday,
Wednesday; 10am with Adoration on
Thursday.

St George’s 2.:00 pm Mondays

St Gregory’s 10:30 on Tuesdays.

Christ the King Seniors Group
meet every second Wednesday of the
month for a light lunch and every
fourth Thursday for tea, coffee and
biscuits. Contact: Heather
McDonagh via the church office, T:
01323 760048

A thought to ponder on as we
journey towards the new parish:
“Transformed people transform parishes
Transformed parishes transform the
world”

Confession

Christ the King 5:30-6:30 Thursday,
12:30-1:30 Friday, 4-5pm Saturday
OLR Saturdays, 10:45-11:45am and
5:00-5:45pm

St Wilfrid's 10am Saturday.


https://prayasyougo.org/
https://cac.org/
https://www.catholic.org/
http://www.praywiththepope.net

